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Amber Doty is ready to start
flying her new "old-timer" model



FlightLine

COLLINS MODEL AVIATORS

CMA
April 1999

Page 2

Crist with Crist
By Crist Rigoti

This is the first in a series of interviews from the
CMA newsletter editorial staff.  The interviewer will
be in bold, and the response will be normal text.
Lets begin…..

Could you please state your name and tell us a
little about yourself?
My name is Jose Jimanez….

Oops!  Wrong section of the tape.  Let’s try
again..
Hi, I’m Crist Rigotti.  I’m starting my third year as a
member of the Collins Model Aviators.  I’ve been
modeling since I was a youngster.

I see that you’re into Remote Control.
You mean Radio Control.  Yes, I am.  I have been
flying R/C for thirty years now.  Currently I’m
working on 2 projects.  One is an airplane and the
other is a helicopter.  Come on, we’ll go downstairs
and I’ll show them to you.
Great, let’s go!

The plane I’m working on is a Zenith 40 from a
magazine called Radio Control Modeler, April 1996
issue.  I ordered the plans.  Last year I built an
enlarged version of this one.  It flew so well; I
wanted to build the 40 size, but added some mods
to it.  Let me show you.

I added 4 inches to the length of the fuse behind
the wing to smooth out the pitch axis.  Then I
added some height to the turtledeck to make it
look better.  The other major change is that I plan
to cut out a foam wing for it.

Wow, that doesn’t weigh very much!  How did
you do that?
I usually build one airplane a year.  So when I
ordered my wood, I get what is called “contest
grade” wood.  It weighs between 4 to 7 pounds-
per-cubic-foot.  Of course, I pay extra for it, but
to me it’s worth it.  Remember that “Lighter flies
better!”  I use epoxy sparingly on the firewall and
landing gear mount and CA for the rest.  Some
Lite wheels helps too.  I’ll then use a film
covering…

Such as Monokote or Ultracoat?
Right!  This time it’ll be Monokote.  Red, White,
and Blue!. I’m going to mount the engine
inverted.  This way it will stay within the
streamlined shape of the fuselage.  I added some
¾ inch triangle stock, and raised the bottom of
the tank compartment to help with cooling the
engine.  Here look…..

--Editor's Note:
Crist was last year's CMA president, and is a
loyal contributor to the FlightLine.  A year of
hard work as CMA President could make
anyone a little schizophrenic.  So we'll grant
Crist a little editorial license for his very
entertaining article.

Thanks Crist.  jhd



FlightLine

COLLINS MODEL AVIATORS

CMA
April 1999

Page 3

I’ll also use a servo in each wing, “pull-pull” cables
for the rudder, and a “Y” pushrod for the elevator
that is supported at the rear fuselage.

Supported at the rear of the fuselage?  Tell me
more.
I used a 3/16 dowel coming out from the aft end of
the pushrod about 3 inches.  This dowel will slide
into a hole in a bulkhead located near the aft most
part of the fuselage.  This keeps the pushrod from
moving up, down or from side-to-side when an
elevator command is given.  This results in a much
truer flying airplane and of course is a lot easier to
trim out.

What is this?
That’s my wife’s curling iron.

What’s it used for?
Curling her hair.  I just fixed the plug.

Oh!  You said some thing about helicopters.
How hard are they to fly?
I think the learning curve is a bit steep compared to
fixed winged aircraft.  That’s because the first thing
you must learn to do is hover- which is tough to do.
Once past that you can go into forward flight.  After
that helis can do amazing aerobatics.  What they can
do upright, they can do inverted.  What they can do
going forward, they can do going backwards.  Let
me show you mine.

What make and model is it?
It’s a JR Ergo 46.  I’ll install an O.S. 46 FX-H in
it soon.  I use a Futaba 8 channel radio with ball
bearing servos.  It weighs about 7 ½ pounds.
What I like about helis is all you have do is screw
them together and apply the stickers to the plastic
canopy.  No gluing, sanding, cutting, covering,
and so on.  It usually takes about a week of
evenings to assemble one for the first time.

What is this little black box behind the
receiver?
That’s the solid state piezo gyro.  It is used to
help stabilize the tail rotor.  With every little gust
from the wind or change in torque, the tail wants
to swing around.  The gyro helps to “damp” out
these little changes.

Helicopters are just another area of R/C
modeling.  I enjoy flying airplanes and helis and
going to Fun Flys. Crist Rigotti44
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President's Column
By Frank Gutierrez

First I would like to thank all the members for
renewing their CMA membership in time for the
1999 AMA charter.  I would also like to thank
Gregg Lind for his article "My First Year" in model
aviation.  The article is timely with the number of
new comers to the club this year.

By now all of the members should have taken the
opportunity to review the bylaw changes.  Be ready
to discuss these changes at the next club meeting
and to vote on including the change on a ballot that
will go to the entire membership for final vote.  For
those who can view the changes on the CMA web
page, you can view or download the latest changes
for printing.  The bylaws are provided in MS Word
format.

Don't forget we have one more build session in
April.  Due to the late date on the beauty contest,
we will meet April 8th for the last chance build
session.

The April 20th brown bag/beauty contest is coming
up fast.  I would like to request that you bring
something extra to show for display. It will be good
to show non-member Collins employees some of the
things we use in the hobby to build the planes and or
the field support equipment.  I plan on bringing my
home made simulator and a couple really old
engines.

The official CMA flying site for 1999 is Larry
Martinson's Sod Farm.  It is located one mile
north on Alice road from the intersection of Alice
Rd. and Central City Rd.  The first flights are
planned for Saturday, April 24th, starting at 2:00
p.m. in the afternoon.  If you live in Marion, give
yourself 20 to 25 minutes to get to the site.  I
expect all others may take a little shorter or
longer time based on individual starting points.
As a guide, the new site is exactly 11.9 miles
north from the intersection of Boyson Rd. and
Center Point Rd.

The owner has established a list of operating rules
that we must abide by to protect the sod and
other areas of the property.  A presentation will
be given at April 1st club meeting outlining these
rules and any other field items that need to be
discussed.

Rich Dean approached Kyle at Hobby Town
about bulk fuel buys.  Hobby Town will sell us
Omega 10% fuel in individual gallon containers
for $10.99 per gallon if we order enough to make
a 50-gallon buy.  This is a $3.00 saving off the
regular price.  Last year I burned approximately
13 gallons of fuel and expect to burn that much or
more this year.  Especially with four people in my
family flying their own planes.  Several members
have already signed up giving me the number of
gallons they want to purchase.  Let me know if
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you are interested in purchasing a gallon or two
through email or sign up at the next meeting.

As the flying season is fast approaching and we take
the planes down to dust off the cobwebs, be sure to
give all flight surfaces good check.  I got the RFD-4
down this past weekend and noticed that only the
Monokote was holding the vertical stabilizer to the
fuselage.  We think it might have happened during
the last flight of the season.  The plane is 20 years
old and maybe age has something to do with it.  It
has three flights on it so far and all three flights were
successful without incident.  It could have been
hangar rash but we are not sure.  The bottom line is
to make sure the airplane and the control surfaces
are well attached before the first flight.  Don't forget
to verify the control linkages as well.

I finally got started on Evan's SIG Kavalier.  I hope
to have it finished as well as an old Carl Goldberg
Senior Falcon design that I will be building from the
plans.  No die cuts on this one, but it cost less to cut
the parts myself.

Frank Gutierrez, CMA President 4

CMA Meeting Minutes
By Doug Emerson

March 4, 1999 Minutes

Frank Gutierrez called the meeting to order. There
were 19 members in attendance.  The minutes were
approved as read.  Doug Emerson gave the treasury
report.  There is $1080 in the treasury.  This

includes the Rockwell Collins sponsorship and 29
paid up members for 1999.

Old Business:
Most members have renewed their membership
for 1999.  Additional applications were received
just prior to and after the meeting.

Frank still needs pictures for the CMA bulletin
board display.  He would like to have pictures
before April 15th.  Rich Dean reported that the
planned trainer repair has not been started yet.
Frank asked who in the club will need visitor
passes for the CMA Beauty contest planned for
April 20 in the 106 auditorium.  So far the list
includes Basil Tilley, Jack Morgan, and Doug
Emerson.  We still need volunteer writers to sign
up for FlightLine articles for September through
December.

New Business:
Frank reported that participation in the build
sessions has been very good

Frank reported that on Saturday, February 27, he
and Rich Dean located a new flying site for the
club.  It’s a 40-acre sod farm located north of the
previous flying field.  All of the details have not
been worked out yet, but once the rental
agreement is completed and insurance certificate
from AMA is received it will be available for
flying.  Target date for having everything ready is
April 24th.   Mark Woytassek said he would do a
scan for any problem frequencies at the new field.
The members agreed that we should continue to
look for an additional field.  An additional field
would provide a back up for the new location and
may also provide an option to closer to home for
some members if a site on the south side of town
could be found.

Proposed Bylaws Changes:
The bylaws changes committee (Jim Doty, Christ
Rigotti, and Gary Owen) provided a copy of the
proposed changes to the CMA Bylaws.  Due to
the large number of proposed changes, it was
decided by a vote of the membership to not try to
approve each change during the meeting.
Instead all of the members were asked to review
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the proposed changes and be prepared to discuss
them at the next meeting.  After the meeting was
adjourned, the club officers decided to review all of
the proposed changes in a group immediately after
the meeting.   As a result of this review, a new set of
revised proposed changes was completed.

The meeting was adjourned

Doug Emerson, CMA Secretary44

AAvviiaatt iioonn  HHiissttoorr yy

The Connie
Lockheed Constellation
The Lockheed Constellation (or Connie as it is
called by its fans) has been referred to as the most
beautiful air transport ever built.  Its distinctive
dolphin shape and triple tails certainly give it a
unique appearance.

The Constellation was conceived of by the equally
unique Howard Hughes.  Originally designed
specifically as an commercial passenger aircraft for
TWA, the first twenty-two Connies were rushed into
military service during WWII as the C-69
transports.  The first prototype flew on January 9th,
1943.  The first commercial passenger version did
not fly until 1947.

On April 19th, 1944 Howard Hughes and Jack Frye
set a transcontinental speed record flying from
Burbank to Washington in 6 hours and 57 minutes.

The Constellation was the first pressurized aircraft
capable of transcontinental flight without refueling,
and served with all the major airlines.

The Constellation has a proud military service
record. The Constellation served in three wars
and the Berlin Air Lift.  The Connie was the basis
for the C-69, C121, R7V, and WV-1,2,3 military
transports, the EC-121 airborne early warning
(ARW) aircraft, and even served as the presidents
personal airplane (the Columbine III) from 1954
to 1961.
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As with all great planes the Connie has not been
forgotten.  A Constellation is on display at the
USAF museum.  This aircraft, known the "Triple
Nickel" for it serial number 53-555, guided a U.S.
fighter to destroy a Mig-21.  This was the first time
an airborne weapons controller had ever directed a
successful attack on an enemy plane.

The USAF Museum web site is:
http://www.wpafb.af.mil/museum/index.htm

The commercial Conies are also remembered.  A
group of loyal Connie fans, known as the
Constellation Group, has a restored and flying
example that they demonstrate at air shows around
the country.

The Constellation Group's web site at:
http://www.connie.com  is a wealth of
information, on the Constellation, and full of
great photos and links to Connie sites.
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A close-up of the Connie's distinctive triple tail

Inside the cockpit

The Connie is certainly a classic by any standard.  It
will be fondly remembered by both commercial and
military flyers for years to come.

A cutaway view of one of the engines

For more information on the Lockheed
Constellation see one of the web pages listed in
this article.

J. H. Doty, FlightLine Editor 
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Heads Up, CMA Activities
April 1999

1-APR 5-6 PM Meeting
8-Apr 6-9 PM Last Build Session

20-Apr 10 AM-2 PM Brown Bag & Beauty
Contest

23-Apr 5:00 PM Flightline deadline
24-Apr 2:00 PM First Open Flying day at the

New Site
27-Apr 5-? PM Basic airplane training

29-Apr 5-? PM Advanced airplane training

May 1999
4-May 5-? PM Basic airplane training

6-May 5-6 PM Meeting
6-? PM Advanced airplane training

11-May 5-? PM Basic airplane training
13-May 5-? PM Advanced airplane training

18-May 5-? PM Basic airplane training
20-May 5-? PM Advanced airplane training

21-May 5:00 PM Flightline deadline
25-May 5-? PM Basic airplane training

27-May 5-? PM Advanced airplane training

Note: Meetings and build sessions are held in the
35th street N.E. Facility (main plant) Cafeteria

building 140.

�� Send your input for the CMA Web Page to:
Steve Plantenberg x5-9625

scplante@cacd.rockwell.com

Build Sessions
Build Sessions are the second Thursday of each

month in the Main Plant Cafeteria from
6 to 9 pm

The last build session will be in April

" Send your input for FlightLine to:
James H. Doty
MS 124-111

x5-2931
jhdoty@collins.rockwell.com

Brown Bag & Beauty Contest
April 20 th from 10 AM-2 PM,
in the Building 106 Cafeteria

(C-Avenue Complex)

Local events:  4/17/99 –Council Bluffs, IA (C)
Season Opener. Site: Bud’s Field. Tom Egbert CD,
16517 Hickory St Omaha, NE 68130, PH:402-334-
6959. Pilot’s meeting at 9AM. $5 landing fee which

includes lunch..
E-mail: Sponsor: S.W.I.F.T./BUDS HOBBIES

��1999 CMA Staff

President:  Frank Gutierrez.... x5-0969
Vice President: Dan Cooley ........... x5-0401
Secretary/Treasurer: Doug Emerson ......377-

6971
FlightLine Editor: Jim Doty ............... x5-2931
Web Page Editor: Steve Plantenberg . x5-9625

Senior Flight Instructors and Test Pilots for
first flights of new airplanes:

Rich Dean
Frank Gutierrez
Mark Woytassek

Flight Instructors in training:
  Irv Anderson

Ed DeRuiter

%% For membership information:
Contact:  President Frank Gutierrez III

MS 108-166
X5-0969

fsgutier@collins.rockwell.com

For an AMA membership application:
http://modelaircraft.org/Mem/Memapp.htm

Flight Training
Flight Training starts Tuesday April 27th

Beginner training is held on Tuesday nights
Thursdays are advanced training nights
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1999 CMA Membership
NAME                                                  M/S NAME                                                  M/S

Irvin Anderson .................................108-103

Geoffrey Barrance ............................108-166

Larry Black ......................................155-100

Kyle Chapman..................................124-111

Dan Cooley ......................................124-300

Rich Dean ........................................106-181

Vince Decker....................................124-300

Ed DeRuiter .....................................124-300

Jim Doty ..........................................124-300

Frank Gutierrez III ...........................108-166

Jamie Johnson ..................................124-217

Chris Heald ......................................105-191

Gregg Lind.......................................108-167

John Michael ....................................108-166

Patrick Neu...................................... 108-136

Jeff Niemeier.................................... 106-186

Gary Owen ...................................... 124-210

Marion Payne Jr. .............................. 137-146

Steve Plantenberg ............................ 137-152

Crist Rigotti..................................... 164-100

Duane Smith .................................... 108-136

Van Snyder ...................................... 108-104

Alain Suarez .................................... 108-166

Floyd Van Auken ............................. 107-140

Tom Wachtel.................................... 106-186

Charles Ward ................................... 108-137

Bryan Wesner................................... 153-260

Mark Woytassek .............................. 137-137

John Crilley
2540 2nd Ave.
Marion, IA  52302

Jack Morgan
1209 Raney St.
Hiawatha, IA  52233

Basil Tilley
1028 Regent St. N.E.
Cedar Rapids, IA  52402

Doug Emerson
2060 27th Street
Marion, IA 52302

Tom Ehlen
209 Winsor Dr. NE
Cedar Rapids, IA 52402

Academy of Model Aeronautics
5151 E. Memorial Drive
Muncie, IN  47302

Box-Kar Hobbies
3661B 1st Ave. S.E.
Cedar Rapids, IA 52402

H & J Hobbies
Marion Heights Center
Suite 1185 Grand Ave.
Marion, IA  52302

Hobbytown
2737 16th Ave. S.W.
Cedar Rapids, IA  52404


